IRLA--May 1978 Page 9 





Ingetraut Dahlberg (developments in classification) and Gordon 
Stevenson (popular culture) take two well worked subjects that have 
been infrequently discussed in recent years, and bring them up-to- 
date. 


Dahlberg sketches recent classification history; describes the 
six universal classification systems in use today--who uses them and 
why; and then reports on recent major developments throughout the 
world and the impact that computers are having on classification and 
classification systems. 


Stevenson questions the cultural information versus social (bus- 
iness) information role of libraries. In‘discussing local control 
and financing, public policy implications, conventional library wis- 
dom, and the library's preference for elite over popular culture, he 
relates them to the ways that user needs are or are not served and 


possible answers to the question: what purpose does a public library 
serve? 


The book is also available in a library edition with microfiche. 
Melvin J. Voigt and Michael H. Harris, editors. Advances in Librarian- 
ship. Volume 7. Academic Press, Inc., 111 Fifth Avenue, New York, 


NY 10003. 1977. 348 pp. $22.50. ISBN O-12-785007-4. 


--- Doris Branson --- 
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